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# Breaking the isolation of the Taliban
should be punished

An exclusive interview of the «Silk Way weekly» with Professor Christian
Reder, project designer, researcher, retired professor of art and knowledge
transfer at the Vienna University of Applied Arts and one of the founders of

the Vienna Process.
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#% We are in the initial phase of analyzing the

best possible political system for Afghanistan
An exclusive interview of the “Silk Way Weekly” with Wolfgang Petritsch,
President of Austrian Institute for International Affairs and one of the
founders of the Vienna Process.
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# The Vienna process does not see a way for a
political dialogue with the Taliban
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The Third Meeting of Spanal Envoys on Afghanistan
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Breaking the isolation of the Taliban should be punished
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An exclusive interview of the «Silk Way weekly» with Professor Christian

Reder, project designer, researcher, retired professor of art and

knowledge transfer at the Vienna University of Applied Arts and one of
the founders of the Vienna Process.

Note: Professor Christian Reder was
born in Budapest in 1944 and is a project
designer, researcher and professor emer-
itus of art and knowledge transfer at the
Vienna University of Applied Arts.

In the years 1980 to 1994, he was the
operational head of the Austrian Commit-
tee for Afghanistan, an institution that im-
plemented various projects for Afghans in
Afghanistan and Pakistan during the two
periods of Mujahideen domination and
then the first period of the Taliban.

Professor Reeder has extensive stud-
ies in the Middle East and Afghanistan.
He has many works about the history of
the Middle East and Afghanistan. He has
documented many works about various
political and historical issues of the world
and Afghanistan. Twenty titles of his books
from the «transition version» series have
been published by Springer Vienna-New
York, which include Afghanistan in piec-
es (2004), The Transformed Bourgeois,
About the Nazi Era of Afghanistan (2016)
and The Turbulent Years, Ali Mohammad
Zahma and Afghanistan (2018) are among
them.

Working and cooperating with Afghans
has made him write books about Afghani-
stan and the historical and social events of
this land. «Afghanistan in pieces « which
was published in 2004 and turbulent
years, Ali Mohammad Zahma and Afghan-
istan, which was published in 2018, are
among them.

Silk Way weekly: Thank you for hav-
ing an interview with the Silk Way Weekly
on the crisis of Afghanistan. As you have
deep understanding of the contemporary
history of Afghanistan, these questions get
more significance. Because you have cast
knowledge on the internal relations in Af-
ghanistan and know what has happened to
it and you also have a good understanding
what directions Afghanistan is heading on.

If we consider Afghanistan from the be-
ginning of 18th century, especially the for-
mation of local government by Hotakian in
1704 and then rise of Durranis by Ahmad
Shah Durrani in 174, in south of Afghan-
istan within a specific geography, and lit-
erally call it new Afghanistan or modern
Afghanistan, the country has experienced
catastrophic and bloody political events.
However, it has bit been able to transfer
from its political-historic stalemate and
have a political and historical stability. Yet,
it is struggling with tradition and modern-
ization, tyranny and political participation,
religious radicalism and rationality, racism
and political pluralism. Therefore, many
questions are raised about the past, pres-
ent and future political developments in
Afghanistan.

Silk Way weekly: The people of Af-
ghanistan experienced democracy about
two decades, but it suddenly collapsed and
they were caught up with ethnic and reli-
gious radicalism. How do you comment of
the collapse of the republic in Afghanistan?
What were the main factors behind the
collapse of the republic system in Afghan-

istan? Were they political factors, cultural
factors, local factors or external factors?
Professor Christian Reder: This sur-
prising collapse was a shock for all involved.
It was an example how fast situations can
change. Even the attack on the capitol in
Washington D. C. nobody expected and no-
body believed, that such things are possible
in our days in a leading democracy. In Af-
ghanistan was the main problem that pow-
erful foreign military forces had never an
equivalent with initiatives to build up civil
structures. But trying this ,from outside’
fails easily, especially in societies destroyed
by long years of war and social destruc-
tion. There was too much believe in steady
success and that foreign money solve prob-
lems. But stability was never reached.

Silk Way weekly: How do you evaluate
the presence of the US and international
community for two decades in Afghanistan
and then withdrawing from the country?

Professor Christian Reder: As I said be-
fore, the balance between military and civil
forces was never satisfying. All started with
the ,war on terror’ by US-forces and NATO,
but not guided by United Nations support.
Even the main enemy Osama bin Laden
could hide successfully for ten years. Such
wars are never ,clean’. The enemy seems to
be everywhere. Also many civilians were
killed or injured by local attacks. To see for-
eign soldiers as friends became more and
more difficult. Then some parts this armies
changed their goals towards the protec-
tion of civil reconstruction and support for
building schools and roads. This mixture of
fighting and civil services was hard to un-
derstand. Billions for equipment, training
and salaries was given to the Afghan army
and security forces. But CIA and all the
US-consultants for the government did not
see the passivity of the local forces and the
lack of leadership. It is said, that soldiers
often got no salaries. Why then they should
fight the Taliban troops?

Silk Way weekly: You know Afghan-
istan did not have certain borders before
Amir Abdul Rahman Khan and as a result,
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Breaking the isolation of the Taliban should be punished

from the time of Ahmad Shah to Abdul
Rahman Khan, Afghan rulers fought wars
to expand Afghanistan as a failed attempt
towards Sindh and India from the south
east and towards Nishabor and Mashhad
from the west of the country? Conquest
within these borders occurred during the
reign of Abdul Rahman Khan as a result of
the Great Game Doctrine. In other words,
Afghanistan with its current borders is the
outcome of the great Game Doctrine and
the rivalry of Russia and the Great Britain.
Afghanistan was supposed to act as a buffet
country between Russia and Britain. Gen-
erally, Britain interfered in Afghanistan
during the reign of Abdul Rahman Khan,
during Russia civil wars, and also during
the past two decades of the republic, to
ensure its national interests. Neighboring
countries including Iran, Pakistan and
Arabic countries including Saudi Arabia,
United Arabic Emirate and Qatar, have
ideological interest in Afghanistan and
have been involved in the political develop-
ments of the country. Overall, Is Afghan-
istan the victim of the Great Game, yet?
In your point of view, who are the players
of this game? What is the new logic of this
game?

Professor Christian Reder: To look
on history helps to understand the pres-
ent, but modern international law says
clear, that borders should not be changed
by force, as we see now in the Ukraine. On
the other hand, even the United Nations
are often not able to realize and guaran-
tee new peaceful boarder agreements, as
we see since years in Israel and Palestine.
In discussions with friends in Kabul the
artificial Afghan border with Pakistan be-
came a subject. Big changes could create
an independent Pashtu state and possibly
such for Hazara, Tadshik or other ethnical
regions, to free them from Pashtu domi-
nance. But who would support that? Why
separate? Who decides about all such new
boarders? People live often very mixed to-
gether. A solid unity is a much better out-
look. If a special type of modern democracy
will be still the goal, all inhabitants of the
country should live together, secured by the
rule of law. The exchange of populations to
create ethnical unity often was a disaster,
not just between Turks and Greeks, India
and Pakistan.

Silk Way weekly: What’s your idea
about the roles of the regional players in
Afghanistan? To what extent, Middle East

relations directly affects Afghanistan and
how much it depends on the policies of the
big military and economic big powers like
the US, China, Europe and Russia?

Professor Christian Reder: Because
extremists with so called fundamental Is-
lamic goals like the Taliban, like the His-
bollah, like the Hamas are supported by re-
gional powers they are stronger as they are.
The first Taliban regime in Kabul was just
accepted by Pakistan, Saudi-Arabia and
the Emirates. At that time other govern-
ments were not too irritated by such sup-
port. That changed. The actual Taliban re-
gime is still isolated. But Iran, Russia and
China cooperate now against ,the west’.
Turkey is very friendly to radical groups.
All that seems like a late success for Osa-
ma bin Laden and his 2001-attacks, pro-
moting the hostile separation of east and
west. When now China and Russia try ,to
protect’ poorer countries in Asia and Af-
rica any democratic future can disappear,
because up to now they accept any type of
partner governments. The theocratic re-
gime in Iran wants more influence in the
region, sending terrorist fighters to neigh-
bour countries. Afghanistan is located in
the middle of such developments. That
makes the situation extremely difficult.
Not one of its neighbors can be trusted.

Silk Way weekly: With the rise of Tal-
iban connections between racist nation-
alism and religious radicalism have been
clearly disclosed. Do you think racist na-
tionalism and religious radicalism will
form the political system of Afghanistan in
the future and ensure stability in the coun-
try?

Professor Christian Reder: National-
ism still exists as a concept since modern
times. In Europe it was necessary to re-
place imperialistic empires. Nationalism
helped to find new identities for groups
using the same or a similar language, as
common in tribes all over the world. But in
the next step history shows also that a be-
lieve in nationalism leads to hostility and
even wars. The European Union is the first
international example to overcome such
dangers. All the members have diverse
populations but are united in peace. That
should be a model for other large regions,
especial within the frame of democratic
perspectives.

Religious radicalism was also at any
time present in history. In Europe Cath-
olics killed protestants, protestants killed
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Breaking the isolation of the Taliban should be punished

Catholics. Religious minorities escaped to
northern America or eastwards. But look-
ing back it should be clear that all such con-
flicts are against the essence of religions,
because they promote peace and good re-
lations with others as main idea. To realize
that basic truth it is necessary to accept:
Religious believe is a private relation with
god. But religious authorities often never
care any more on mental help and social
support. They prefer the use of power to
reign over people. They act like warlords
and extremists when they promote fighting
against so called unbelievers. Then nearly
everyone can be a possible victim.

To accept diversity is for sure the bet-
ter way. Afghanistan was for centuries an
important silk way crossroad. For Babur
Shah, the founder of the Mogul Empire in
India, Kabul was “the center of the world”
and for years his favorite place. Afghans
should be proud of still existing Buddhist
monuments and that Sunnis and Shiites,
Sikhs or Jews live there. In many regions
of the world various religions exist side by
side. Where is the problem? Drastic reli-
gious rules were never part of Afghan tra-
ditions. This is a rather new phenomenon.
If ,holy war’-fanatics believe Islam will be
the final religion ruling the whole world,
they should realize all the struggles since
Muhammad and the many variations in
rules and behavior Islam-believers follow.
They should also realize, that the Muslim
world was leading for centuries in science
and art because emperors supported this.

Silk Way weekly: You well know that
Taliban only have ethnic legitimacy, not
national and international legitimacy. As a
result, they have sidelined all their ethnic
and political opposition groups and have
formed a political system on the basis of
religion and ethnicity. This system is the
crisis itself. In your opinion, what strategy
shall the Taliban rival groups and even the
international community initiate to nego-
tiate with each other and or negotiate with
Taliban and reach to an agreement on a
comprehensive government with Taliban?

Professor Christian Reder: Just in
the last decades the relations between Is-
lam and the rest of the world seem to be a
central problem. Wars and terrorist attacks
created endless misunderstandings and
hostilities. But ,one Islam’ never existed.
The ideology of Saudi-Arabia, traditionally
allied with the United States, is very simi-
lar to radical groups. Many of them came
from various countries to Afghanistan for
a heroic fight that was never possible in
their homelands. Often own governments
supported their departure to have them out
of the country. The Islamic State in Iraq
and later in Syria was a consequence of the
chaotic US-policy there. But in Indonesia,
Egypt or Bosnia the situation differs dras-
tic. In Iran many Christians live and the
100.000 Armenians remember with geno-
cide-monuments, that Turkish Muslims
had done horrible crimes to them. Even
in Abu Dhabi a synagogue has opened. In
nearly all Muslim countries women live
much freer than in Afghanistan.

But groups like the Taliban reject all
such differences, isolated in a narrow
minded believe. Coming often from Paki-
stan, a country founded once as an Islamic
model state but is nearly a failed state now
with a very poor population, damaged in-
frastructure and blocked by opaque polit-
ical powers.

Silk Way weekly: What will be the

consequences of recognizing or not recog-
nizing the Taliban regime by the interna-
tional community for Afghanistan and the
world?

Professor Christian Reder: Maybe
recognition will come because politics all
too often never care on human rights. But
breaking the isolation should be punished.
Opposition against will be important, may-
be for a long time.

Silk Way weekly: Racist national-
ism and religious radicalism prevent any
change in Taliban behavior. What solution
do you propose if Taliban do not accept to
talk with other ethnic and religious groups
to reach an agreement on an inclusive gov-
ernment? Is military approach acceptable
as one of the approaches? In this case,
what will be the role of the international
community? Will they support a military
action against Taliban?

Professor Christian Reder: Even in
countries with rather solid structures and
educated population a majority of the peo-
ple supported fascist and racist politics, in
Ttaly from 1922 on, in Germany from 1933
on. Similar dangers are present again by
successful movements in Europe and US,
trying to destroy liberal democracy. There-
fore strong groups of civil society are nec-
essary to hold against in day-by-day oppo-
sition. The Islamic world is not alone with
all that.

Racist nationalism is the worst case by
combining two destructive ideas. It makes
an inclusive government impossible - or
such ideas change drastically.

That the international community cares
for human rights all over the world is also
just an idea. It is not possible to interfere
with military forces everywhere against
heavy crimes. And when it happened, situ-
ations often could not change to the better,
as we have seen in Afghanistan and Iraq.
Who should help the country again? One
force against the Taliban could be politi-
cal and maybe even military pressure from
powerful Islamic countries, who are inter-
ested in peaceful cooperation with the west

el (o wld g (b jLad sl e (LI
S a4 w Bl (ol wie ;08 (glays iS5 g9
> aan j0 a8 Jodize ool S5 g e b el i
g S0 900l gl 2bl wieadle ol Jo-3 L5
DBl grbae 0l 0 sl ol B salS

Lyl g o lwildl Aols byl s 81 guwe| vozxo
Syl Jlge e o (Ui JUS 5o (Aol
Uiy (5 Ysb S (S 0 9 9SS Iy
el 5 olegdas (Baugs (lawilidl gassl>
Ol oL 5 (Sm (ol (B 5 ol
Goi oeloizl Cllas pdy ool aiilgl oo oSy
ol Sudlad G (el G ) G <pl Bl ol
e Sal g Ol oll (S g golaBl ((Sia)d
FaiS o)l sl oo (uyb 4zl g 0l glbo
O ] &> Sleds gl b g/_r""))Lrﬂ sle,Sal,

S L sl (gaen 1 yiy (o 55 gy
Oz 59 a2l QL] gamsle il (65505 5 ot
sl bt gaea .05 )18 00 s oo s
siey ailys se LI a5l xas slaol, ologLis
Al pose il ol o e 8 i a0l dxwgd (A
WSS e S |y i (T (b 4z aS aly

cload a5 L @ bl i g | dosmo
S o wnlyn ()0 slegym 2 ST L g (g
WS oy G ademadge SO a4 LS b b plas
Sl 5o (Bl eliw Gl 51 S8y 09 oy (S
Coore 50 L e9y® o

e Gy iS j8 S yoa ) o S jgmedg
b coms lSpes satilolgle slaylisle
Sliml digd oo ol us wlw Ol Laie
Lad as)ls 5ls anas G55 4GS gl (i
il B oS e e Sph bl je pdye )l e
O G el (958 Sl g aen (gl ol 9>
Smlow g (3 a8 0pl 3, walssi ol 1558 (il Sge
6502 1m0 Lo (ol U (oadlwl (glays- 25 51 o)k o
b Lap byl oS oy gonae Jolw ool oS oo
plesl )51 onl (s wlalie ;ST.0208 @by (s
el dalez IS ooy 00l yaan cailEs CiogS> (s

6l Uliy (gdmgy 45 ol, 4t fgian! dame
S)lgapel oz Tz 00, frannyd (s Lanslidl (goa
9 3390 Wlghs dmgy (2l 457 3)l0 0929

Gl s Lo S 1y o ) sgmdy 2
e ghmelr it S Sl Spes oliwslisl
Slasl (gatpaS Gl YL I plsiea 4S5 col
O sl VAA S Uy a8 liaslsl gl i sl
39 oS Tan o (e, Glyieds o sl o0 5L
o 3 5 QLS B 0,8 e () liailidl o9
Sl opd g Lo mlplo ()l [l o] ol
Yo 4o 1S sod S0 Lo Loyl 055 iy o
O, alalogd oy aSBlas & jgody Lo il oS

5 ol 00l 5L ansS SO bl o > ..xjsloola
31500l ey 0L cplolme (slaygiS ples jo Lo i
IRUEC SRR AU SR CONPE

Iy Lacglas ol gaod LI aile ooy S Ll
3 095 ailindisS gouie SO line ;g 05 (03,
gl ol wlasLu las (! glaysis (Ko
S (53985 9 oa yobe laslidl 4 LS 5l el
00 (sl Dl (sigad 19SS plsiear (Slog
L Gl 03)55 Sl 5985 S0 L5 (59281 Lol s590
o s [l] slocd by [T 5 Sl cpra
ol 00 3gais ptee (gl (Lo a8 agd

Ol Ay e )3 ;K00 ey Hge ] doze
Coomyts |y o3y (2l Hollim gamelz ;51 a5 el
Sy rie il Glosely bt Coeyar L iy
5 Ll ganal (gl (Aol Cegpin pue g
fogm waly> az olex

U Coonsy 0 WL 2y y (o 55 gl )
Crorl pio Ged> 4y (5 il Conliw o) 09l
5o Slile a0l LI clgssl w_“&w Lol oo so
Sde gl wls (LI ade il .ol asls
DBl (65908 9 -pte (SYsb

g_,.mlx,a 6)9_!9J..\Jl PR CY R W PR W Y
ol S5 LIl o5, olen o a5 pymecisis
4295 o o oglar (1Sl 025 il e Gl
walyss LB a8 (Si90 50 iy (ol gt 4
G35 an g S 9SS ;500 sleog S g ;Koo ply 31 L
Wlgige ol gaind Ll Sonzr Bl iy
ol 59 St L aily mybae Lo ool 5 oS0 olsmeas
ool Ll g snlys az  Aalliyn ganal> b Sj90
05,5 walys coles el > o, 5|

L oleygiS o (S tyd ) G S5 sgmmdy
pore S 281 03,8 Jrad Copraz 5 (698 Lo LS
50 tadlon S coles ailiwyoli 5 (Swedld Cowlow
A VAT Lol Ll s come 4 VAYY JLa 5l LI
3 Gdge ela iz L Toame aline &l s ae
Jlrd (69920 )0 (srw a5 510 Dg2g cumio YL 5 Ly )|
e gl (553 sloog Tl asle (ol Sees
Ol S Seaglie jg,amg; Lacdllre Jolis 5o a0l
i LS Lol gton Ly Ll

e godnl 90 oS5 L aliwyoly pnd Ugawls
o |y ;518 g Syl ol ol Il oy 5
S i 0B olody] iz L -0 e

polp 3 pio Bod> e (Mllinn ganal> a5l
Flae o vl oanl G hakd 1w o el Lo
ol slog i L Lo den 3 (s ood (e 0L
cdel Lyl oLl 5List ol a8 Sl g o0, allas
45 Hbilen OIS e (b S 4 AS1gS o
4z e esalde |y Comdy (ol Gl g QL] 5o
dde (59,25 S a5 SeS j9-iS 4 0)lags Wby (oS




v [ YoV CansSTIV @ 1FoY sl YV @ 4 @ YoV o)lois @ i Jlww @ ]

Sl GAS 3 39 Sono Wil I sl i
Breaking the isolation of the Taliban should be punished

and a ,moderate Islam’ that is acceptable
everywhere. For that a key question are
equal rights for women.

Silk Way weekly: What strategy do you
propose, if the current situation continues
in Afghanistan and the international com-
munity deal with Afghanistan in the same
way and the current regime stays in power
for a longer period? How Afghan society,
writers, media, political elites and leaders,
cultural elites, and Afghan women, may
defend human rights, social justice, the
rights of other ethnic and religious groups,
right to education, right to political activi-
ty, cultural right, economic tight and civil
right, right to freedom of speech, and pub-
lic security, and how they can do so? What
strategies you suggest to protect human
rights in Afghanistan?

Professor Christian Reder: All what
you said is important and necessary. The
Afghan society should be influenced in
such directions. All this must be devel-
oped to show better ways than Taliban can
promise. Progress was still on the way. Peo-
ple must realize which conditions make a
better living possible.

Silk Way weekly: Afghanistan has not
been able to form a sustainable political
system neither by depending on interna-
tional community and not by relying on its
internal forces. What is the solution for the
crisis of Afghanistan? Does it have internal
or external solution?

Professor Christian Reder: Even in
western countries the organized structures
of democracy are under pressure. New po-
litical parties appear. Traditional parties
need partners to govern. Just half of the
population takes part of elections. The
heart of it: equal rights for all and the rule
of law. Without that, democracy will never
grow. That religion and politics cooperate
so close in many Islamic countries must

find a new balance. Parliaments have to
create laws. If religious authorities do this,
there is a double reign with no future.

Silk Way weekly: What is Vienna’s
roadmap for Afghanistan? How much do
you think it will succeed?

Professor Christian Reder: The Vien-
na Conferences for a Democratic Afghani-
stan is a civil society movement, started as
an initiative of former activists of the Aus-
trian Relief Committee for Afghanistan,
founded in 1980. As head of it I later pub-
lished books on Afghanistan, the last one is
also available in Farsi. Therefor we have no
hidden powers behind us. We do not inter-
fere. Summary papers of the conferences
are published separate. It is not necessary
to add personal comments. We organize
and finance the meetings, because of long
term relations and because the situation
in Afghanistan is so horrible for the peo-
ple there. Up to 70 Afghan men and wom-
en from all over the world discuss future
possibilities in opposition to Taliban rule.
That should and must be done, to create a
stronger diaspora with chances beeing part
of future possibilities.

Silk Way weekly: One of the hot politi-
cal debates of Afghanistan is the type of the
political system. What political system Vi-
enna process propose for future of Afghan-
istan? Can federal system put an end to the
conflict in Afghanistan?

Professor Christian Reder: The back-
ground: Experiences with forms of democ-
racy. There are endless variations possibl
but focussed on human rights and clear
regulations special solutions for Afghani-
stan could be created. Much more difficult
would be to realize this step by step, bal-
ancing federal and tribe interests or the in-
tegration of minorities with women rights
as a central task.

Silk Way weekly: US president Joe
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Biden, thinks the people of Afghanistan
will never become a nation. The people of
Afghanistan have concluded from this that
Afghanistan is no longer an issue for the
world. In other words, they think Afghan-
istan does not matter for the world any-
more. Do you think so?

Professor Christian Reder: To be-
come a nation is the result of history, when
the majority feels that the inhabitants of
a country are united and want to live to-
gether. It should be a commitment, not the
order of any higher power. If Afghanistan
wants to exist within the present boarders
such believe must grow. As I heard, espe-
cially younger generations have already
this opinion. To belong to an ethnic group
is no contradiction when a peaceful living

together is secured.

Afghanistan will be an issue for the
world when initiatives like the Vienna
Conferences for a Democratic Afghani-
stan create diplomatic support for realistic
strategies and isolate those powers ready to
cooperate with Taliban terrorists.

In the world of Islam should be much
more accepted that such radical religious
regimes never lead to more personal free-
dom and economic prosperity. Especially
the blocking of women and their energies
reduce the capacities of societies drastical-
ly. This never was a general law. Even Mu-
hammads wife Chadidscha was a success-
ful business woman.

Thank you in advance for your answers
to our questions.
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We are in the initial phase of analyzing the best
possible political system for Afghanistan
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An exclusive interview of the «Silk Way Weekly» with Wolfgang Petritsch,

President of Austrian Institute for International Affairs and one of the
founders of the Vienna Process.

Silk Way Weekly: Does the international
community recognize the Vienna process for
a democratic Afghanistan as the powerful
opposition to the Taliban regime?

Wolfgang Petritsch: It took a while, but
by the 3rd meeting of the Vienna process for
a Democratic Afghanistan in 2028 several
Western governments showed interest
and were briefed by Afghan participants
in Vienna. The 4th meeting in June 2024
with about 70 participants across all ethnic
and religious denominations was by now
the most successful gathering and again
diplomatic interest was even greater. We are
still not there because we want to be as broad
and diverse in terms of active participation.

Silk Way Weekly: Does the international
community support the Vienna process?

Wolfgang Petritsch: We are getting more
and more signs of support, particularly since
the UN-led Doha process is leading nowhere.

Silk Way Weekly: Is the Vienna process
a discussion on the techniques of fighting the
Taliban, or a dispute over the principle of the
political system?

Wolfgang Petritsch: The Vienna Process
is a strictly political meeting as expressed
by the four working groups which were
established in Vienna and which are meeting
via zoom regularly in order to present policy
papers on the working groups’ subjects:
governance, regional issues/neighborhood,
economy, human rights.

The stated goal is peaceful and political
resistance development.

Silk Way Weekly: What is the proposed
political system of the Vienna process?

Wolfgang Petritsch: We are still in the
initial phase of analyzing the best possible
political system for Afghanistan. Afghanistan
has diverse ethno-religious traditions and
cultures which should be represented in the
new Afghan political system - inclusivity,
equality and respect for all indigenous ethnic
and religious groups is the primary goal of
the Vienna Process.

Silk Way Weekly: Does the Vienna
process have enough diplomatic (logical,
rational, etc.) and field power to bring the
international community along with it
to change the structure of Afghanistan>s
political system?

Wolfgang Petritsch: We want to avoid
past mistakes committed by the external
actors and domestic representatives and are
therefore taking a serious and cautious road
towards the best solution for Afghanistan.
We are building a firm structure for and
Afghan-led and Afghan-owned process.
It is the Afghans themselves - inside and
outside of the country - who need to take
these crucial decisions for a peaceful and
prosperous Afghanistan, in peace with itself
and with its neighbors.

Silk Way Weekly: What practical
progress has been made in the Vienna process
so far and to what extent has it been effective

on the situation in Afghanistan?

Wolfgang Petritsch: The progress
is considerable. We receive an increasing
number of messages of hope from Afghans in
their country as well as from exiles around the
globe. There is much attention in the capitals.
We have established good relations with
some of the most important governments
who want to see a united opposition to end
the terror against the Afghan population.

Silk Way Weekly: Is the Vienna process
merely a political consultation, or more?
What are its reasons and evidence?

Wolfgang Petritsch: The final goal of
the Vienna Process is a political program for
a better future of Afghanistan. The various
working groups are supported by experts
from all walks of life. We are confident that
over the next months we will come closer to
this goal.

Silk Way Weekly: To what extent does
the civil society, women rights activists,
political elites and the entire Afghan diaspora
support the Vienna process and similar
processes? What are the reasons for their
hope and disappointment in such a process?

Wolfgang Petritsch: From the outset
we have included and welcomed civil society,
particularly women’s activists and the young
generation as well as former officials with a
positive track record in the Islamic Republic.
Achievement so far are great, but we need
to accelerate our efforts towards even better
and concrete results to the benefit of all the
citizens of Afghanistan - inside and outside
of the country.

Silk Way Weekly: Are there any
alternatives to the Vienna process? Why

ANSWER: There are several initiatives
around the world which work into the same
direction. We are already in touch with
some of them. We will continue to reach
out and cordially invite them to work on
the joint vision for peace and prosperity in
Afghanistan.

Thank you in advance for your answers to
our questions.
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The Vienna process does not see a way for a political
dialogue with the Taliban

Silk Way Weekly: The first Vienna
meeting was held on 17 Sept 2022 with
the cooperation of the Austrian Institute of
International Affairs, for three days with
the participation of a number of political
currents opposed to the Taliban. The final

announcement of this meeting, along
with expressing concern about the current
situation in Afghanistan under the control of
the Taliban, called dialogue the only desirable
option to achieve peace and political stability
in Afghanistan. In this declaration, the
participants also wanted the United Nations
to play an active role in Afghanistan. They
also asked the human rights institutions to
record and deal with the cases of human rights
violations by the Taliban in Afghanistan.

The announcement of the second
Vienna meeting described the humanitarian
situation in Afghanistan under the control
of the Taliban as pitiable and declared
support for the military struggle of the
political currents and the struggle of women
against the Taliban. This declaration warned
the international community about the
increase of terrorist groups and activities in
Afghanistan and its expansion to make the
region insecure and criticized the silence of
the United Nations regarding the Taliban>s
discriminatory policies against women and
ethnic minorities in Afghanistan.

The second meeting of the Vienna Process
was held on 26-24 April 2023 in Vienna,
the capital of Austria. The announcement
of this meeting called the closure of school
and university gates to Afghan girls and the
changes in the educational curriculum by the
Taliban as an attempt to achieve extremist
and terrorizing goals in Afghanistan. In this
declaration, the countries of the region and the
world were asked to refrain from recognizing
the Taliban until the establishment of a
government based on the free will of Afghan
citizens.

After the second meeting, a working
group of 16 experts was formed from the
participants of the first and second meeting.
This working group worked for 18 days on a
road map to overcome the current crisis in
Afghanistan.

The founders of the Vienna process
say that women are also included in the
composition of this working group.

The third round of the meeting of Afghan
political figures in Vienna, the center of
Austria, which was held on the December
2028 ,4 ended on December 4 with the
publication of a statement and a road map for
a democratic and democratic Afghanistan.

The fourth meeting of Vienna, from the

24th to the 26th june 2024, was held in the
city of Vienna, the capital of Austria for three
days with the participation of representatives
of more than 40 organizations and political,
military, women>s groups and a number
of influential figures of Afghanistan. The
participants of this meeting have asked
the United Nations to act responsibly in
the third Doha meeting, considering its
responsibilities based on international rules
and the resolutions of the Security Council of
this organization.

The political currents opposed to the
Taliban in the Vienna meeting have published
a statement and said: «The agenda of the
third Doha meeting shows that the United
Nations has deviated from its main mission
in the third Doha meeting and has violated
UN Security Council Resolution 2721.»
The United Nations Security Council, in its
resolution 2721, had given the responsibility
to Antonio Guterres, the Secretary General
of the United Nations, to appoint a special
representative to solve the Afghan crisis,
especially to start intra-Afghan talks.

The participants of the 4th Vienna
meeting added: «Participation of the Taliban
unilaterally and determining the agenda of
the 8rd Doha meeting at their request, not
only the 8rd Doha meeting, but also makes
the entire Doha process illegitimate.»

The non-participation of the Taliban in
the firstand second Doha meetings has caused
the United Nations to refuse to appoint a
special representative for inter-Afghan talks
and to invite the opposition movements of the
Taliban, including women»s representatives,
for the participation of the Taliban in the
third Doha meeting.

The participants of the 4th Viennameeting
expressed concern about the crisis created
by the Taliban regime, including the spread
of extremism and terrorism, discrimination
against women, gender apartheid, lack of
rule of law, the arrest and killing of soldiers
of the previous government, and the mass
migration of Afghan citizens, and demanded
the creation of executive mechanisms for the
transition for establishing a legitimate and
democratic government. The announcement
of the fourth Vienna meeting states: «The
participants, representing the people of
Afghanistan, unanimously called for a global
response to the current multi-layered crisis in
Afghanistan.»

Also, the participants in the 4th Vienna
meeting called the current security and
political situation of Afghanistan fragile,
deteriorating and unstable and proposed
specific measures in the context of increasing
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The Vienna process does not see a way for a political
dialogue with the Taliban

the number of forces opposing the current
situation. In a part of the declaration, the
process of extracting Afghanistan>s mines
in the absence of a legitimate system based
on the peoples>s votes was called illegal, and
the mining countries were asked to stop
looting the natural resources of the people of
Afghanistan.

In connection with the holding of
the third Doha meeting in late June, the
representatives of this meeting asked the
United Nations not to seek normalization
of relations with the Taliban under any
circumstances, and the Taliban should not
be treated as representatives of the Afghan
people. In the announcement, it was added
that according to the agenda presented in
the third Doha meeting, the United Nations
deviated from its main mission based on the
resolution 2721 of the United Nations Security
Council, and asked Antonio Guterres, the
Secretary General of the United Nations, to
return this mission to the legitimate path.
And they became responsible for it.

How was the Vienna process formed?

Nur Safa, one of the founders of the
Vienna Process, in an interview with Silk
Road, said: «After the fall of the Republic,
a small group of Afghan friends gathered
in Vienna. They wanted to create an intra-
Afghan dialogue under the title of the Vienna
process for a democratic Afghanistan with
the cooperation of international political
institutes of Austria and the Embassy of the
Islamic Republic of Afghanistan in Vienna.
According to him, the purpose of shaping this
process was to present an alternative plan of
Taliban rule for Afghanistan.

Mr. Safa says that after the fourth
meeting, this process has been divided
into  different committees including
human rights, economic and political,
international and regional. He adds that
the committees are led by Afghanistan>s
political and scientific elites, where ethnic,
religious and gender equality is ensured.
These committees are working on a
plan for the future of Afghanistan, to be
discussed at the fifth meeting in Vienna, Mr.
Safa elaborated.

While the United Nations held three
meetings in Doha about Afghanistan; But
Mr. Safa says that the representatives of a
number of Western countries, including the
United States and the United Kingdom, also
participated in the Vienna process.

Holding the meetings in Vienna also has
its side effects, one of which is the reaction
of the Taliban to these meetings. Zakir
Jalali, the political head of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs of the Taliban, said that this
meeting is doomed to failure after holding
the fourth meeting of Wayayan. He called
the participants of the Vienna meeting a
«wandering crowd» and said: «Those who
hope for foreign directions are doomed to
failure.» Jalali added that the participants of
the Vienna meeting lacked a clear plan and
there are no buyers in the Afghan politics
market.

Mr. Safa also says that the official officials
of the Taliban group showed the Vienna
action process meetings; But he adds that
the rule of this group over Afghanistan is
not legitimate and their comments have not
received any response from the members of
the Vienna meeting.

In the explorations of the Vienna process,
which have been highlighted in four meetings
so far and more than 40 political and

military currents opposed to the Taliban have
participated in it, but the Taliban group has
not yet been invited to participate in these
meetings. Mr. Safa says: «According to the
principles and roadmap, the Vienna process
will take place only with the participation of
the Taliban>s opposition groups.»

Noor Safa says that the Taliban is an
illegitimate, violent and incorrigible group,
and the Vienna process does not see a way to
have a political dialogue with it. «The Taliban
do not have the legitimacy of the votes of
the Afghan people. It has been imposed on
these people with monoethnic traditions and
medieval ideas. «The Vienna process does
not see the light of the national discourse
with this group.»

The Vienna process, while seeking a
political solution to the Afghan crisis; But
according to Noor Safa, he respects all civil
struggles, especially the glorious resistance
of men and women and all the legitimate
resistance of Afghan citizens.

Mrs. Ziagol Saljuqi, one of the other
founders of the Vienna Process and the person
in charge of the human rights committee of
this process, tells Silk Road that the presence
of Afghan women in the Vienna Process was
impressive and a representative of women>s
protest movements was also invited to the
fourth meeting. He adds: «At the Vienna
conferences, women defenders of human
rights, women»s rights and women»s protest
movements always participated. The issue of
gender apartheid was one of the important
topics of the conferences. This shows that the
Vienna process respects the role of women in
political and social arenas.”

The detention, torture and kidnapping
of Afghan women protesters by the Taliban
are other cases that the Vienna process
has begun to document. Ms. Seljuqi says:
«Documentation and research on the crimes
of the Taliban against women is part of the
bill of duties of the Human Rights Working
Committee, which has started working on
it.»

Extra-legal killings, land seizure and
forced migration of non-Pashtun ethnic
groups in Afghanistan by the Taliban
apartheid regime and crimes against
humanity by this group are other serious
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The third round of the meeting
of Afghan political figures in
Vienna, the center of Austria,
which was held on the December
2023 ,4 ended on December

4 with the publication of a
statement and a road map for

a democratic and democratic
Afghanistan.

The fourth meeting of Vienna,
from the 24th to the 26th june
2024, was held in the city of
Vienna, the capital of Austria for
three days with the participation
of representatives of more than
40 organizations and political,
military, women>s groups and a
number of influential figures of

Afghanistan.

issues of the Vienna process. According to
Ms. Saljuqi, the Vienna process is followed by
international legal and judicial institutions,
especially the International Criminal Court.

Referring to the position of Afghanistan>s
ethnic groups in the Vienna process, Mrs.
Saljuqi says: «One of the features of the
Vienna process is respect for Afghanistanss
ethnic diversity.» As in the fourth conference,
Tajik, Pashtun, Hazara, Uzbek, Turkmen,
Baloch, Peshayi and Sikh representatives had
an active participation.
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